Hearing assessment in young infants by means of a classical conditioning procedure.
A classical conditioning procedure, in which tones of different intensities and frequencies constituted the conditioned stimuli and an air puff on the corner of the infants' eye represented the unconditioned stimulus, proved to be an effective device for evaluating the hearing ability of young babies. The 45 infants participating in the present study were able to start responding to the presentation of the tones (i.e. complete and prolonged closure of their eye before the onset of the air puff or independent of the puff) in a relatively short period of time. The presence of responding could be regarded as a reliable sign of the infants' hearing functioning across frequencies and intensities.